APRIL, 2019
by Jay Leggett, Commodore
We’ve wrapped up our first month of “social gatherings” on the 2nd and 4th
Thursdays in Houston - what do you think? Here’s what YOU CAN DO TO HELP
your TASS family - login and RSVP for the event, so we can reach out to all
members and guests that attended, to see what you like, or would prefer to be
different. Do you have a favorite happy hour spot in central Houston? Ask the
manager next time you’re there if they could accommodate 20+/- guests on a 2nd or
4th Thursday from 5:45-7pm +/-, and let us know the details - restaurant / bar name,
location, phone, contact and any happy hour specials. Email them
to Commodore@SailTASS.com.
We've just had our first TASS Regatta, with our beloved “Crazy Irishman”, go either direction plus a slalom course
curated by Urs Rathgeb and John Klumb, and we had great attendance at the after-race party. It was great to see
lots of our TASS family show up at Sundance 2, even if they didn’t participate in the regatta.
Thanks again to Thann Dauterive our Webmaster and Urs Rathgeb our Vice-Commodore for the great job they
did putting the 2018 Annual TASS Business meeting agenda and the mountain of supporting documentation last
month. It was great to see the large turnout for both the Feb 21st Houston meeting and March 7th in Kemah. If
you missed both meetings and want to catchup on the details presented, we can make the agenda and details
available in the TASS Online Library, or send me an email.
Our FRENCH RIVERA trip in July has almost all
aspects booked and reserved.
Several members
expressed interest in the land portion only in Aix-enProvence. We have rented 8 passenger vans for
our one week adventure, which are both full. Any
members interested in joining us, will need to fly into
Paris / Marseilles and rent a car, to join is at our hotel
in Aix-en-Provence.
Reach out to me
at Commodore@SailTASS.com for details.
You can help us with upcoming events by SIGNING
UP EARLY and please bring your friends to a TASS
meeting or event and introduce them to our great
TASS family.
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by Urs Rathgeb, Vice Commodore
Crazy Irishman Chase
The new season has started on March 16, just like last year with the “Crazy Irishman
Chase”! Since everyone enjoyed the challenge including zig-zag course and the
choice which way to go around the marks, our race czar John Klumb made us go
around the same course as last year.

While last year, winds were
from the southeast, making a
clockwise course around the
marks more advantageous, this
year’s northeasterly winds
made it more advisable to sail
the course in counter clockwise
direction. Winds were a nice 15
knots when we started, but
slowed down to 3-5 knots at the
end of the race.
As it was last year, the The
Crazy Irishman Course, could
be sailed clockwise or counter
clockwise

Astarte started the season with its first win:
Ranking
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
DNC

Boat Name
Astarte
Nightwind
Oxbow
Nirvana

3rd Place went to Oxbow - note that
Andrew and Keith sailed short-handed
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Points
3
2
1

Nightwind with the charter crew took second place
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1st Place - and with that the aged Irish Whisky – went to Astarte, skippered by Mark Langley
As always, the race was followed up with the traditional after race party!

Mermaid Race
I realize that the annual race for the Mermaid Trophy sailed by all women crews is not a TASS, but rather a
Houston Yacht Club (HYC) event. Nevertheless, thanks to the engagement of never tiring TASS and HYC
member Babs Bukowski and her engagement in promoting women’s sailing, we will have four boats skippered by
TASS members in that race:
Nightwind (TASS Charter), skippered by Renne Siewers
Mischief, skippered by Nancy Welch
Nirvana, skippered by Susan Levy
Astarte, skippered by Cheryl Morvillo
The first three boats will compete in the Club Handicap Class, while Astarte will compete in the PHRF Non-Spin
Class.
I hope you will join me in wishing them Fair Winds for the regatta taking place on April 6. We will be sure to have
a report in the next edition of the Topsider to report about their success!

Trainings
On April 7, the day after the Mermaid Regatta, Nancy Welch will lead an all women “Basic Crew Training”. This is
your last chance to sign up for this training aimed at beginning sailors, or those who have already done a few sails
but want to get active on the boat. The training will start with a classroom session in the morning, covering some
basic boat knowledge, principles of sailing and safety, with the afternoon on the water. Everyone will get to rotate
each position to helm and trim the sails. You can find a training outline for the “Basic Crew Training” and sign up
here. Nancy and I have meanwhile also decided on the date for the Intermediate Crew Training, also all women,
which will be June 2. You can find a training outline for the “Intermediate Crew Training” and sign up here. That
session will build on the April training, or be for those who already have some sailing experience.
We will repeat these two trainings in the fall, at that time for mixed crews.
Also on the schedule, on May 5 in the afternoon, is a training covering Sailing Safety, led by Mark Shield, TASS
member and former US Coast Guard member. I believe you will all join me in emphasizing how important that
particular topic is. Mark will cover all aspects of boating safety, from planning and preparing for a safe day on the
water to what to do in an emergency situation. He will do so both from a perspective of the skipper as well as the
crew member. Sign up for this essential training here.
I look forward to see you on the water or at one of our events!

April, 2019

TASS Topsider

page !3 of !7

by Social ….

Race party on March 16th was a fun event. 31 people came out to support the after-party event, celebrated with
the race winners and enjoy the day.
Thanks all who support our race day party events and next up is the April Fool’s Race on April 27th. Mark your
calendar, I am sure our Race Czar and Vice Commodore will be cooking up something special. Thanks all who
support our race day party events and next up is the April Fool’s Race on April 27th. Mark your calendar, I am sure
our Race Czar and Vice Commodore will be cooking up something special.
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MEET & MINGLE – Well who knew! Thanks for embracing the new
concept for us to Meet & Mingle! We have had a few M&M’s since
last publication and people seem to be enjoying the format and
changes in locations. Beavers was our first event and in spite of nasty
rain we had a great turnout including some newcomers that were
checking out TASS and hope to join a sail next month. Our March
location of Axis and Alabi, thanks Nancy Kahlden for the suggestion,
turned out many of our usual smiling faces along with some people we have not see in a while. Thanks Ken and
Vickie Mason for joining us along with Sandra Powers who is visiting from New York for a few months. We even
mingled with other patrons of the establishment who expressed interest in sailing with us. April’s location on 4/11
& 4/25 is set and Canyon Creek Cafe 6603 Westcott St, Houston, TX 77007 had received the nod as our location.

The 35th Anniversary Party is within reach and headed for the registration
home stretch. April 30th is our deadline to register. Members please sign up
ASAP. Alumni, many have expressed interest in attending. If you need help
getting registered please contact our event chairperson Email Lois Geyer,
reunion chairperson TASS-2019-reunion@sailtass.com. Lois has done such a
terrific job to make this the best ever.
Special note that the Friday & Saturday event are BYOB. You don’t want to be
short in the barrel! Also note on the Saturday ONLY event states that TASS
will supply soda’s, mixers, ice for your libations.
Check the itinerary that is attached to the event REGISTRATION for all the
details and please register today. ITINERIARY.
By Michael Vaughan, Fleet
Spring is a great time for sailing!!
Are you a fair weather sailor? If so, you have no excuse because we are
having great weather and the sails will be great in April. There are training
sails, races and leisure sails so you have your choice.
REMINDER —- We try to have some type of sail each weekend, unless there
is another event that overrides sails. Windward Sea Venture, our charter
company, is getting busy and we will have challenges to reserve the boats
that we want, if we are not able to reserve early. Normally, sign-ups for sails
ends at midnight on Thursday night. If we do not have enough people registered by midnight on Thursday, it is
likely that the sail may be cancelled. So, please sign up early so that we can all spend more time on the water.

by Patricia Gumbs, Membership
Hello TASS! Well I guess it's back to reality.
Having been gone for the last 21days it’s nice to
be home. New Zealand and Australia was
Awesome. I
did have a chance to text with Martin Payne in
Wellington unfortunately we did not have time to
meet up as he was working. WE need to plan a
trip to New Zealand as August Moon finally
arrived. TASS continues to grow current membership is at 161. We have 2 new
members this month please welcome Caprice Dodson and Maurine Howard.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR APRIL MEMBERS
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Please be sure to wish them a happy birthday when you
see them or even better buy them a drink.
Larry Cullen April 5
Pat Lowther April 22
Gilbert Garcia April 7
Mark Klebenow April 26
Patricia Gumbs April 13
Trish Hazeldine April 28
Hope Bliss April 14
Ray Montello April 28
Julie Hammond April 22
Charlotte Cicatello April 29
All this is your club let us know how we are doing if you
have a venue that is of interest let us know. Invite your friends to check out the club. If your membership is up for
renewal its simple just log on and follow the instructions. If your membership has lapsed, we hope you will
consider renewal and continue to join us for adventures to come. We miss you all. Remember our Anniversary
Party is only a few months away sign up early.
See you all on the water or at the events. Thanks to all for your contribution to the club.
by Thann Dauterive, TASS WEBMASTER
One Year ago TASS Launched our new systems software. We have logged over
100 + events in 2018 and have over 100+ events listed for 2019. Hundreds of
photos have been shared from events and races. Thanks to all who have
supported TASS in this transition as we have progressed and look forward to
celebrating our 35th Anniversary in May this year. Every TASS member is a part of
our existence and that is what makes TASS FUN! For all the latest information on
TASS, be sure to check our website at www.sailtass.com. Please send all photos,
suggestions or feedback to webmaster@sailtass.com. Your input is greatly
appreciated. Weekly our partners over at Windward Sea Ventures holds a podcast
on activities or boating information in and around the Clear Lake, Galveston Bay area. The podcast is each
Tuesday at 11am and rebroadcasted at 4pm on Thursday’s. At the end of each week you can listen and view the
podcast repeats by going to VinylDroughtRadio. Here is the link from the podcast on March 19th by our very own
Babs Bukowski regarding the Mermaid Regatta and a little something about TASS too. Replay will be available
after 3/21 at www.vinyldraughtradio.com/sea-venture-radio.
by TASS Techie
DOCKING YOUR BOAT, and the unexpected events that pop up from time to time
- just when things seem to be going perfect, you may experience one or more of
these "game-changers"…
*Loss of engine power.
* Wind shift at the last moment.
* Unexpected current eddies.
* Heavy boat traffic inside canal.
* Fuel dock full; must hold position.
* Assigned dock or slip occupied.
* Boat backing out of slip blocks approach.
Follow these FIVE EASY RULES OF DOCKING for any type of boat. That way, you and your sailing crew or
partner will be ready if the unexpected comes your way.
1. Rig docking lines on both sides of the boat. The pros know that things can change once you get into a narrow
maneuvering situation. With lines rigged on each side, you are ready to tie up on port or starboard side.
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2. Hang two to three fenders on each side--one near the bow and another near the beam (widest part of the boat).
This protects you no matter which side you dock on and protects other boats in case you make contact while
maneuvering.
3. Break out a boat hook or two. Open up the collapsible type boat hook to the full extended position. This helps
your crew reach hard to grab lines without leaning out over the water. If in a sailboat, place the boat hook on the
coach roof to prevent it from becoming a trip hazard.
4. Assign a roving fender to one of your crew. This becomes the most important position of your crew during
docking and maneuvering. Take a fender and make a large loop from the eye in one end to the other. The rover
uses the fender to cushion wherever he or she sees contact will be made. This prevents costly damage to your
hull, pier structures, or other moored yachts.
5. Know your wind and current. Near the entrance to the marina or yacht basin, stop your boat. Which way does
she drift? What signs do you see inside the basin to indicate wind direction? Look for flags, masthead wind
indicators on the top of sailboat masts, or ruffles on the water. For current, check water flowing around pilings,
day-beacons, or light structures.
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