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SAILING SAFETY SEMINAR
RECAP
“Sailing Safety” a Power
Point Presentation by Mark
Shield, was delivered on Cinco
de Mayo to members of TASS
… many were interested in
topics on Safe Sailing and the
dangers inherent in this
rewarding sport.
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35TH YEAR TASS
REUNION RECAP
As eloquently stated by the Four
Seasons 1963 – “OH WHAT A
NIGHT” and indeed WHAT A
NIGHT IT WAS! As predicted to
be the biggest social event of
the 21st century… I should know
I have been in the club for all
those 35 years!
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FRANCE, SAN FRANCISCO,
CHESAPEAKE & MAJORCA
So many great trips coming up,
this year and in 2020 …

TASS NEEDS YOUR HELP -

Can you step up to serve as our
Secretary and / or Editor for the
Topsider?
JUNE 2019

SO MANY GREAT DESTINATIONS,
ABROAD AND HERE IN THE US TO SEE
…
COMMODORE’S REPORT, Jay Leggett
Our 35th TASS Reunion party last month at the
Galveston Seaport Museum and aboard the
Elisa was attended by 117 members, alumni and
guests. Huge thanks to Lois Geyer and Thann
Dauterive, Urs Rathgeb, Dick Calloway and all
of the volunteers that helped make this a great
event.

and help put a crew together or just want to join
the adventure for this trip, reach out to me for
details.

Our TRAVELS ABROAD this year take us to
France’s Côte d'Azur, sailing for a week

TASS discovers the World, one
great destination at a time, Abroad
and here at home in the US …
between Saint Tropez and Monaco and then ten
days ashore in Cassis, Aux en Provence and
Paris.
Our US TRIPS are taking us to the Chesapeake
and San Francisco over Labor Day, where we
already have one boat full. If you can skipper a
boat and help put a crew together for San
Francisco, reach out to me for details.
Our JUNE 2020 TRIP ABROAD is slated for
Majorca and a week ashore in Spain, probably
Madrid or Barcelona. If you can skipper a boat
TASS TOPSIDER

TASS NEEDS YOUR HELP - our Secretary
needed to step down due to a recent job
change, so who can step in to help the TASS
Board? Our Secretary attends monthly Board
meeting to take the minutes and in in charge of
our Weekly Blast and months Topsider
publications. Please call or EMAIL ME if you
need any information or can help with our
Secretary Board position.
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TRAINING

LEISURE SAILS

FROM THE VICE COMMODORE, Urs Rathgab
“Sailing Safety” a Power Point Presentation
by Mark Shield, was delivered on Cinco de
Mayo to members of TASS at the Sundance
Grill. Many in attendance were interested in
selected topics on Safe Sailing and the dangers
inherent in this rewarding sport. Also, on display
were common and required safety equipment,

REGATTAS

Time and time again, these unexpected events
could have been avoided or the results could
have been diminished with better planning and a
mindset that included solid safety practices.
The presentation started by discussing Boating
Fatality statistics for 2017, Common Boating
Injuries, Skipper and Crew Responsibilities.
Guidance on what should be done
before you leave the doc,
Contents of Pre-Underway briefing
and Safety Underway were
outlined.
A core thread – Situational
Awareness – was defined and
highlighted as an important
consideration for both Skipper and
Crew. Being aware of your
location, state of the crew,
weather, traffic, seaworthiness of
your boat, etc. goes a long way in
circumventing accidents. It is also
notable, that accidents of
unexpected events follow a
pattern.

TASS TOPSIDER
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SAILING SAFETY SEMINAR
The United States Coast Guard and Auxiliary
were introduced, and communication message
types, protocols and examples were presented.
Remember, you can help yourself by knowing
the proper message type and method of
transmitting as much information as possible
during an emergency.
Crew Overboard (COB) including maneuvering
and procedures were discussed,
followed by the subject not often
mentioned -“Suddenly in Command”
– how you should be ready and what
you should do if the skipper is
incapacitated and YOU have to take
command of the situation and boat. A
review of common, legal Distress
Signals was included.
Several embedded videos
complimented the presentation.
Unfortunately, due to an equipment
incompatibility, they did not run during
the presentation, so please review
the presentation and important videos
by following LINK to the online
presentation to the online
presentation. Included were videos on
Equipment strikes, Difficulty putting a PFD on in
the Water, 2 Real Rescues, and a COB recovery
performed by Annapolis Seamen.

Seamanship is the knowledge and skill
pertaining to the operation, navigation,
management, SAFETY and maintenance of a
ship. Good seamanship is characterized by a
constant game of “What if…”,
planning and being ready for the unexpected.
Safe Sailing begins prior to reaching the dock,
and occurs throughout the sailing evolution.
Think Safety first.

Safety Gear that Mark uses
Sailing begins prior to reaching the
dock, and occurs throughout the
sailing evolution. Think Safety first.

TASS 35th Anniversary Party - Lois Geyer, reunion chairperson
As eloquently stated by the Four Seasons 1963 – “OH WHAT A NIGHT” and
indeed WHAT A NIGHT IT WAS! As predicted to be the biggest social event of
the 21st century… I should know I have been in the club for all those 35 years!
TASS friends gathered in Galveston, TX from as far away as Connecticut and
Florida on May 17 and 18th to celebrate an epic milestone of 35 years of TASS
existence. Friday afternoon over 40 people mingled at the Welcome to the
Island party hosted by Gail and Andy Lang at their beach house, sand, sun &
libations for all.
The tradition for TASS always includes a DOCK PARTY. Friday night was a mass
gathering of over 60 people huddles and cuddles around Cheryl Morvillo’s beloved Astarte docked at
the Harbor House Pier 22. The casual pot luck event proved that TASS can still turn out a crew for a
party and share in some really delicious dished. We were blessed with a nice evening with Galveston
TASS TOPSIDER
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A FULL MOON as deck chairs erected in circles and people pollinated like bees in a colony of
conversations that seem to always begin with REMEMBER WHEN WE……..
Enlisting as many prayers, sailor rituals
and whatever worked, to hold back the
rain on Saturday, many took to the
STRAND. Tacking and Jibing in and out
of shops and bars, it was easy to find our
people mingling about and you were sure
to be stopped and invited to raise a
glass.
Our terrific team of helpers, far too many
to mention by name arrived around 5 pm
at the Elissa Tall Ship and Museum to
pull together our registration table, the
welcome aboard photo stop, as our
officer flags dawned the balcony flying in
the breeze, tables glowed with tiny blue reflective lights and decorated bottles of various nautical
themes. Looking around, we were READY! Ready to receive our 118-guest consisting of Active
Members, Alumni, and special guest, ready to dine and dance to the DJ Lights-out and ready to say
hello to all our friends of many years and introduce them to our new TASS people who continue to
move this terrific bond of sailors together.
Jay Leggett our Commodore, had the honor to introduce 15 of our past commodores in attendance.
Jo Susa, past commodore 1985-86 read a heartfelt message from the founder of TASS Nell Parr
Belanger (letter from Nell - CLICK HERE) and told a few tails out of school giving us some material
to giggle about. Vice Commodore Urs Rathgeb gave well-deserved recognition to our current active
skippers and recognition to the TASS 2018 Skipper of the year Mark Monroe for his dedicated
service. Mike Vaughan, fleet director welcomed our special guest Daryl and Laurie Hanus from
Windward Sea Venture. Windward Sea Venture is the TASS exclusive charter boat company which
keeps us on the water weekly with a great fleet of boats. We were grateful to have them attend our
celebration and show them some fun as they are always working hard on a Saturday and miss out
often on the fun. Director of Membership, Patricia Gumbs, along with her Alumni helpers, greeted
guest at our registration table setting the stage to open the festivities.
Tons of photos were taken. Thank god we are digital these days because film development would
have cost about as much as a new sailboat LOL. Photos are posted to the TASS GOOGLE Photo
Album CLICK HERE.
A little nostalgic but beaming with happiness and pride to once again express to my TASS tribe what a
journey of enriched friendships we have created over these 35 years. Everyone has made some
contribution, served on a board or committee, skippered for us, sailed with us and created a lifetime of
memories.
My expressed thanks to TASS, for tapping me as the chairperson for this event and to the village of
people it has taken to present this event for all to enjoy. You all know who you are! Savor the
moments, treasure the love, keep showing up to enjoy the fun and make memories.
See you at the 40th.
TASS TOPSIDER
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FLEET NEWS, Michael Vaughan
Sailing has been great for the most recent sails and races. If you have not been getting out on the
water you are missing some of the best sailing of the year.
New TASS Skipper – Gavin Gerondale
Gavin Gerondale - SEE how much fun sailing can be (He’s an optometrist and
professor at UH). Gavin has a passion for teaching and enjoys sharing his love
of sailing. Educated as a young boy on a Melges C-Scow in Port Washington,
Wisconsin on Lake Michigan he has since sailed on and off for five decades
competing nationally in J105, J24 fleets, registered ISAF World Sailor
USAGG85 and crewed with 4X National Champion in Ensign/Pearson 23’, Dean
Snyder. Gavin is a licensed private pilot and cultivates other hobbies and
interests but always seems to return to sailing.
NOTE: Gavin will be skippering the sail on June 1st so go ahead and SIGNUP NOW.
REGISTRATION REMINDER – We try to have some type of sail each weekend, unless there is
another event that overrides sails. Windward Sea Venture, our charter company, is getting busy and
we will have challenges to reserve the boats that we want, if we are not able to reserve early.
Normally, sign-ups for sails end at midnight on Thursday night. If we do not have enough people
registered by midnight on Thursday, it is likely that the sail may be cancelled. So, please sign-up early
so that we can all spend more time on the water.
Our special May MEET & MINGLE was at the Karbach Brewery. We had a great
tour the inner workings of a microbrewery, followed by a great dinner in their dining
room.
I cannot express the overwhelming support TASS members
have been giving in embracing the MEET & MINGLE
weekly events. Each new location we discover another
small morsel of Houston to enjoy and from your feedback
so far, we have been striking the right chord. OK, we did
slip at one location, but adjusted quickly based on your
input and recovered. The great thing about this format is
we are mobile and flexible and your input is really
welcomed. So, thank you for attending, thank you for
RSVP’s and thank you for the feedback. Keep coming,
keep bringing your new friends as they are making a
difference.
June’s location will be at Bungalow Heights -1919 Beall
St, Houston, TX 77008. From all indications this is going to
be a nice place where you can look forward to a variety of
food and great beers on tap. Register for June 13 HERE or
June 27th HERE

TASS TOPSIDER
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On June 22, the Flip Flop Fete Race this year will be followed by the
Burger Flip Flopping Bash. We will have the board members flipping burger
for you and serving up all the fixings. BYOB as always. You need to
REGISTER in advance, so we prepare enough food. Does not mater if you
race or arrive in your land yacht, join us for the fun. Crews on race boats,
be sure you also register your attendance. This is the last race before the
summer break so give it a go, get out and join us and bring some friends.
You know they will enjoy TASS, because YOU DO!
I am looking for some committee assistance to help set up this event at the dock on the afternoon of
the event. If you are interested in giving a helping hand, and you are not racing, please send me an
email at social@sailtass.com.
August our 2 big events are the Race Party on August 7th and back by popular
demand we will repeat the Pig Roast and POOL Party hosted by Charlie
Holcomb. Be sure to save the date as last year the PIG was delicious and this
year you can cool off in the pool! Registration to be posted to the calendar soon.
I know lots of new events I need to update registrations and get this posted but
as soon as the BIG TASS 35 is done I will have more time to update our summer
events. We had over 50 people last year, so sign up early

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS by Patricia Gumbs
Membership is strong and continues to grow we currently have 162 active members. May was a good
month for new membership we had 8 new members. Calling all members it’s time to renew your
membership if you haven’t already. We want to thank all members who have already renewed we are
aware that you have other choices and want to thank you for continued support of your sailing club.
The 35 year reunion was a great success. A great Big Thank you to anyone and everyone who helped
in making it successful. Looking forward to the PIG ROAST coming soon! If you are interested in
helping please let anyone on the Board know.
Meet & Mingle is off to a great start new locations every month, come out and join us and let us know if
you have a location that you would like us to visit.
—————————- JUNE BIRTHDAYS ——————————
Terri Anderson
Bill Brown
Kevin Denicola
Jill Franklin
Karen Gertz
Sherry Marshall
Ken Mason
Mary Morgan
Linda Rhodes
Jody Rhul
Beth Slaughter
Roman Valoria
Beverly Santin
All please join me and wish your fellow members a Happy Birthday. All for now hope to see you on the
water real soon.

WEBMASTER NEWS, by Thann Dauterive
Over the past 15 months, I have learned so many skills that help me that continue to make
improvements to our web and deliver more information to our member. This past month we have had
so much activity, I was busy formatting and posting so you can locate the latest updates easily and
enjoy a snippet of the fun along with some quick photo slides of the events.
TASS TOPSIDER
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Below is a recap of some new postings you will find. Be sure to click on the links to follow these pages.
The front page is always changing with the latest news, events, and broadcastings to mostly get your
attention.
The Race Schedule and Results page has been updated as we keep accumulating more race results
for the year. Each TASS race now has its own article and slide show and the page includes highlights
from the Mermaid Regatta and the Icicle Race Series. It is fun to look back on racing events thus far
from this year and I hope that easy web placement makes it easy for you to locate and view.
The other very active page with updates is in our Training Learning Center. Thanks to Mark Shield,
Nancy Welch and Urs Rathgeb for all their efforts in conducting trainings. As a result, we have lots of
martial to pass along and share some of the photo highlights. This page is headed for expansion next
month as we have more training and racing on the schedule.
The document library is also your resource location for materials you can download. This section of the
library is headed for some updates in the next few months and you will see more training reference
material posted. You can download the pdf documents. BIG HINT HERE. You must log in as a member
to access document. Many documents are NOT open source to the general public. WOW! guess this is
another benefit to being a TASS member. So, if your membership renewal is due, get online and renew
TODAY.
You can always obtain membership renewal help by contacting Patricia Gumbs, our
Membership Director at membership@sailtass.com.
Enjoy all the updates and if you have photos from leisure sails, races or trainings to share, feel free to
send to webmaster@sailtass.com. Be sure to identify the event so I know where to post them.

SAILING TRIVIA - U.S.S. CONSTITUTION (Old Ironsides) provisioning
from our TASS Historian and past Commodore
The U.S.S. Constitution (Old Ironsides), as a combat vessel, carried 48,600 gallons of fresh water for
her crew of 475 officers and men. This was sufficient to last six months of sustained operations at
sea. She carried no evaporators (i.e. Fresh water distillers). However, let it be noted that according to
her ship's log, "On July 27,1798, the U.S.S.Constitution sailed from Boston with a full complement of
475 officers and men, 48,600 gallons of fresh water, 7,400 cannon shot, 11,600 pounds of black powder
and 79,400 gallons of rum. " Her mission: To destroy and harass English shipping."
Making Jamaica on 6 October, she took on 826 pounds of flour and 68,300 gallons of rum. Then she
headed for the Azores, arriving there 12 November. She provisioned with 550 pounds of beef
and 64,300 gallons of Portuguese wine.
On 18 November, she set sail for England. In the ensuing days she defeated five British men-of-war
and captured and scuttled 12 English merchant ships, salvaging only the rum aboard each. By 26
January, her powder and shot were exhausted. Nevertheless, although unarmed she made a night raid
up the Firth of Clyde in Scotland.
Her landing party captured a whisky distillery and
transferred 40,000 gallons of single malt Scotch aboard by dawn. Then she headed home.
The U.S.S. Constitution arrived in Boston on 20 February 1799, with no cannon shot, no food, no
powder, no rum, no wine, no whisky, and 38,600 gallons of water.
Recap: 550 lbs. of beef, 7,400 cannon shot, 11,600 pounds of black powder, AND …
Fresh water - 10,000 gal. used
Rum, Scotch, Whisky - 187,000 gal. used
Wine - 64,300 gal. used
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WE TRAVEL THE WORLD IN SEARCH OF SAILING
ADVENTURES, NEW CULTURES & NEW FRIENDS

EACH YEAR TASS AND OUR MEMBERS SEEM TO FIND THE MOST INTERESTING PLACES
FOR THEIR TRAVEL ADVENTURES, AND 2019 LOOKS TO BE ANOTHER YEAR TO TACK
OUR MEMBERS AS THEY TAKE ON THE WORLD BY LAND, SEA AND AIR.
Mark Langley
had been
keeping us up
to date on his,
500 mile
Camino de
Santiago
walk AND
YES HE DID
IT, and he’s
back home
safe and
sound - Huge
Congrats to
Mark! Here’s
Mark’s
comments
when he arrived, “I’m in Santiago! What an
adventure it has been. This sort of thing suits
me. Here in Santiago there is an excitement
as people finally reach their destination.
People are crying, laughing and hugging.
Telling their stories. One woman from
Montana cried as she talked about an English
TASS TOPSIDER

man who
rescued her
on a
mountain top
when she
was “frozen”
lost, scared
and couldn’t
move. An
Irish man
brought
tears to his
eyes as he
related
thoughts
about his
family that
were
immortalized
on the
Camiño. There is the feeling of love and
caring in the air. Hard to describe, people are
just happy to be here.”
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