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SAFETY AT SEA

This month’s focus is Safety at 
Sea, and I hope you attended 
our TASS Safety Seminar 
presented by MarkShie lds 
USCG retired, on Sunday, May 
5th.    

Wel l the 35th Ann iversary 
Reunion is shaping up to be an 
amazing event. It will be a delight 
for TASS to welcome Alumni and 
Members alike.  We have 
reached our goal and happy to 
port that the event is a SELL 
OUT!       

Each year TASS and our 
members seem to find the most 
interesting places to set out on 
travel adventures. 2019 looks to 
be another year our members as 
they take on the world by land, 
sea and air.  

35TH YEAR 
TASS REUNION

FRANCE, SPAIN, ITALY,  
GREECE & COSTA RICA
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SAFETY IS A MINDSET, NOT JUST A 
LIST OF GEAR TO BRING ON A SAIL

COMMODORE’S REPORT, Jay Leggett 

This month’s focus is Safety at Sea, and I 
hope you attended our TASS Safety 
Seminar presented by Mark Shields 
USCG retired, on Sunday, May 5th.  As I 
researched the topic, I was amazed at 
several simple things are so easily 
overlooked - 1) PDF Maintenance, bobbin 
replacement frequency, periodic bladder 
test inflation, C02 cartridges and crotch 
straps (see “Mandatory Maintenance” 
article and 2) “Staying Aboard is Best” 
article from this month’s Sail Magazine, 
both of which are included at the end of 
this Topsider issue.   

I read numerous articles referring to 
lives lost at sea or even in regattas, 
often by professional sailors that 
had skilled crew and chase boats 
immediately come to their aid, but 
s t i l l per ished in unfor tunate 
accidents, often still tethered to the 
boat but overboard and drowned as they 
were drug through the water.  There’s 
great quote and the end of the second 
article, “Never forget that when it’s all said 
and done, safety isn’t just gear, it’s also a 
state of mind.” 

We had one Member request for the Feb 
2019 TASS Annual Report, that we 
presented at both the Kemah and Houston 
meetings.  If you missed the meetings and 
would like to see the report, there’s a LINK 
in the TASS website library to the report,  

which is confidential to Member’s Only, 
please.  

Our Social Gathering meetings are free for 
all Members and Guests to attend. It really 
helps your Board keep track of locations 
you like or don’t like, if you’d register to 
attend the event and secondly, we’ve had 
several attendees forget to pay their 
respective checks at the event location.  
PLEASE be responsible and clear your 
tab (and tip the waitstaff) before you leave.  
If TASS has to pay YOUR check and then 
spend time sending you an invoice, we will 

have to add the 15-20% tip PLUS a $10 
processing fee; so help us out and 
remember to pay your bill before you 
leave. 

We’ve had beautiful weather lately, so if 
you’ve not been out on a leisure, training, 
or regatta sail, sign up and join us - you’ll 
be glad you did.  Also come join us at the 
After-Race Parties, even if you didn’t sail 
that day - the more the merrier. 

See you on the water. 

Sailing conditions are dynamic. Your safety, 
and that of your crew-mates, depends on 
your good physical health, mental 
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TRAINING REGATTAS

From the Vice Commodore, Urs Rathgab 
April Fool’s Challenge 
This past weekend, we sailed our second race of 
the season, the April Fool’s Challenge. 
There was no lack of wind, at 12-15 knots from the 
South to Southeast, and gusts up to 18-20 knots 
through the afternoon.  Nightwind with the charter 
crew and skipper Jay Legget finished the course 
first, followed by Oxbow, skippered by Andrew 
Clark and then Sea Lady, skippered by Kevin 
DeNicola.  

But … 

After all, this was the April Fool’s Challenge, and 
things are not what they seem, and the real 
ranking was hidden inside the trophy … Jay, as 
the skipper for the fastest team was allowed to 
choose his team’s trophy first, Unfortunately, 
Andrew was not present during the ceremony, so 
he was left with the leftover choice. 

After revealing of the ranking, here are the race 
results: 

LEISURE SAILS

Ranking Boat Name Points 
1st Place Sea Lady 3 
2nd Place Nightwind 2 
3rd Place Oxbow 1 

No pain that can’t be cured while enjoying a 
good bottle of wine! 
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MERMAID RACE 

Earlier in the month, on April 6, three boats 
skippered by TASS women participated in the 
annual race for the Mermaid Trophy, a Houston 
Yacht Club (HYC) all women crewed regatta that 
is sponsored and promoted by never tiring TASS 
and HYC member Babs Bukowski. 

Nightwind (TASS Charter), skippered by 
Renne S iewe rs , and M i sch ie f , 
skippered by Nancy Welch, sailed in the 
Club Handicap Class, while Astarte, 
skippered by Nancy Kahlden competed 
in the PHRF Non-Spinnaker class.  We 
had 20 women competing on boats 
sailing under the TASS flag.  That alone 
is an incredible achievement. 

Not only did they compete, but two 
boats placed in the first three of their 
class – Mischief, after last year’s win, 
repeated that result in the Club  

Nightwind finished the race course first, but 
ended up second; Sea Lady with skipper Kevin 
DeNicola finished the course in third place, but 
April’s Fool catapulted them into the lead! 

Handicap class, and Astarte placed 3rd in the 
PHRF Non-Spin class. 

I hope that you will join me in congratulating the 
teams to their success.  I would like to refer to 
the website and facebook page for pictures from 

No pain that can’t be cured while 
enjoying a good bottle of wine!

Renne’s crew aboard Nightwind
WOMEN’S CREW TRAINING 

On April 7 and April 27 (due to bad weather, the on-board portion of the training had to be 
rescheduled), Nancy Welch lead the women only “Basic Crew Training”.  After a half day in the 
classroom, the hands-on portion challenged the participants with more than just a breeze, while 
sailing at different points of sail, and learning the basics of sail trim, as well as tacking and jibing.  
Rather than a lot of words, I am letting some pictures speak for themselves here. 
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Women’s Basic Crew Training Class of 2019, left to right - 
Pam Marss, Caprice Dodson, Instructor Nancy Welch, 
Mary Lou Mc Gehee, Jill Franklin 

Jill Franklin, Trimming the 

Caprice Dodson, Focused on the Helm 

Cranking it in (yes, some more) 

Safety First 
On the schedule this coming Sunday, May 5 in the afternoon, is a training covering Sailing Safety, led 
by Mark Shield, TASS member and former US Coast Guard member.  I believe you will all join me in 
emphasizing how important that particular topic is.  Mark will cover all aspects of boating safety, from 
planning and preparing for a safe day on the water to what to do in an emergency situation.  He will 
do so both from a perspective of the skipper as well as the crew member. This is your last chance to 
sign up for this essential training here. 

Your Vice Commodore, Urs Rathgeb 

https://sailtass.com/event-3293740
https://sailtass.com/event-3293740
https://sailtass.com/event-3293740
https://sailtass.com/event-3293740


TASS TOPSIDER PAGE  OF 6 11 MAY 2019

Well the 35th Anniversary Reunion is shaping up to be an amazing event. It 
will be a delight for TASS to welcome Alumni and Members alike. We have 
reached our goal and happy to report that the event is a SELL OUT!  Seems 
we have Alumni crawling out of their portholes and galley’s north, east, south 
and west to attend this epic 35th anniversary celebration. 

Few things you need to know to optimize your time in Galveston and take 
advantage of all the venue’s planned for the weekend.  YES, there are several 
venues planned throughout the weekend not just the Saturday night Grand 
Party so be sure to carefully read all the information below. 

1.  UBER – if you do not have the Uber app on your phone get it! It is going to be your lease expensive 
mode of transportation second only to your feet! 

2.  If you are registered online for the party your name is on our attendees list. IF you ARE NOT getting 
email announcement, please send an email ASAP to webmaster@sailtass.com so we can update the 
records.  This is our MAIN and ONLY mode to communicate to you. Any and all the activities and/or 
detours in the events related to the weather or anything else that may arise we will send emails with 
updated changed. We do hope for Great weather. 

3. May 12th, Sunday, we will send you an email update with all the details and itinerary to remind you of 
the festivities taking place and some helpful information. LOOK FOR the email and PLEASE read and/or 
print it out and take it with you for the weekend so you are not left behind.  Lois and Thann will be super 
busy preparing the party and checking email or phone messages will be MOST difficult for us and 
probably not very timely to get to your questions. 

4. Dress Code – Oh that sounds so formal of TASS to have a Dress Code. That said, 
people have asked.  

!We are outside for all events!  
!It is the month of May!  
!It is Southern TEXAS!  
!We are sailors! Do we need to say more….  
!Ok, be comfortable in your dress, the dance floor is BRICK, so heels are out … nautical, 

sailor like cool attire will totally be “IN” and as the sun sets and the temperature drops or an 
evening breeze could blow in of the gulf so you know what to do. 

5. Repeating, FRIDAY is a Stripped-Down DOCK PARTY!  
!BYOB 
!Bring a Chair!Bring food to share. Probably cold dishes as it is A DOCK and       

                   access to electrical will be slim. 
!TASS will have ice, cups & utensils   

 6. Saturday’s XTRAVAGANZA is also ….. 
⎫BYOB 
⎫You are allowed to bring an ice chest into the party.  
⎫Mexican Buffet Dinner is served and included in your event ticket.   
⎫Cokes, tea, water, ice cups, napkin provided by TASS. 

More information to update you will be May 12 as stated above.  Please ask your questions 
now so we can assist in making your experience at TASS 35 a total pleasure. Email 
webmaster@sailtas.com 

SOCIAL NEWS

mailto:webmaster@sailtass.com
mailto:webmaster@sailtas.com
mailto:webmaster@sailtass.com
mailto:webmaster@sailtas.com
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I know that the Topsider is 
usually a recap of the past 
month, which for TASS has 
been busy.  We continue to plant 
the social seeds around the 

Houston area with our MEET & 
MINGLE events on the odd Thursday’s of the 
month. New people are discovering us and we 
have had many Alumni we have not seen in some 
time come out to share in the fun. Attendance has 
been in the steady 20’s and feedback from you 
guys has told us this has been a positive 
realignment of our monthly schedule.  Thanks for 
the support and if you have NOT joined us at a 
MEET & MINGLE, we encourage you to check the 
calendar as each month the location does change, 
come meet the new members and expand your 
taste buds across Houston.  South Bay people, we 
have not forgotten you.  Later in the year we plan 
to move a few MEET & MINGLE events closer to 
you to soften the commute and have you join the 
fun. 

Speaking of fun, what does the month of May hold 
for the MEET & MINGLE schedule.  Well, as it is 
still crawfish season, we thought a good ole Cajun 
watering hole would be our destination.  Plan to 
join us at the Ragin Cajun 4302 Richmond Ave 
Houston, TX 77027 famous as the 1st Cajun 
seafood restaurant in Houston established in 1974.  
Dates are Thursday May 23rd.  

But you ask! 
there is an extra 
Thursday in 
May so what is 
planned for May 
30th.  Well I will 
tell you. 

T h u r s d a y i n 
May 30th, we 
are planning a 
special MEET 
& M I N G L E 
event at The 
K a r b a c h 
Brewery, 2032 
Karbach St, Houston, Texas 77092.  We will tour 
the microbrewery followed by our group gathering 
on the patio for beer and food. Pay attention here.  

You will need to arrive no later than 5:50pm 
because the tour will start promptly at 
6:00pm. 

We have a sign-up registration online for this 
event with a small fee charge. We are 
limited to 35 people – what? our lucky 
number this year, so do register as soon as 
possible.  

June 22 is our last race before the hot 
summer months and for the after party we 

are going to 
have a BBQ cook out.  Registration will be 
posted shortly to the calendar for you to sign 
up.  I am sure our Vice Commodore will 
continue to add a twist or two making this a 
Caliente FLIP FLOP party!  

August our 2 big events are the Race Party 
on August 7th and back 
by popular demand we 
wil l repeat the Pig 
Roast and POOL Party 
hosted by Charlie. Be 
sure to save the date 
as last year the PIG 
was delicious and this 
year you can cool off in 

the pool! Registration to be posted to the 
calendar soon. 

I know lots of new events I need to update 
registrations and get this posted but as soon 
as the BIG TASS 35 is done I will have more 
time to update our summer events. 

Sign up early and thanks for being 
supportive. 

https://sailtass.com/event-3384818?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=5/10/2019
https://sailtass.com/event-3384818?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=5/10/2019
https://sailtass.com/event-3384765?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=5/10/2019
https://sailtass.com/event-3384765?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=5/10/2019
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WE TRAVEL THE WORLD IN SEARCH OF SAILING 
ADVENTURES, NEW CULTURES & NEW FRIENDS

Mark Langley 
had been 
keeping us up to 
date on his, 500 
mile walk YES, I 
said WALK! on 
the Camino de 
Santiago. It has 
been fascinating 
thus far to follow 
his journey.  
Mark ….KEEP ON TRUCKING 

The French – 
that is Cajun 
French have 
invaded Italy. 
Meade and 
Jim LeBlanc 
are also on the 
move 
throughout 
Italy. Since 
their sighting 
in 

Galleria Vittorio 
Emanuele II, Italy's oldest active shopping mall 
and a major landmark of Milan, Italy we have 
found them I Venice at the Ponte de Sospiri.  

Oh, and Laura and Henry are living in some 
tree houses in Coast Rica for a different kind of 
R&R as only can be discovered by Laura and 
Henry. 

EACH YEAR TASS AND OUR MEMBERS SEEM TO FIND THE MOST INTERESTING PLACES 
FOR THEIR TRAVEL ADVENTURES, AND 2019 LOOKS TO BE ANOTHER YEAR TO TACK 
OUR MEMBERS AS THEY TAKE ON THE WORLD BY LAND, SEA AND AIR.
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Doug and Barb Schindler have departed for Greece where 
this summer they will sail from Greece to Albania, up thru 
Italy to France!   Buon Viaggio and fair winds to our friends. 

So many more traveling, too many to mention everyone.  
We wish everyone safe travels, thanks for sharing your 
stories.  Post to our Facebook page if you really want to 
share your travels. It is the best way to reach over 450 
friends of TASS- at Texas Association of Social Sailors: 
(TASS) Houston, Texas.  

MEMBERSHIP REPORT by Patricia Gumbs 

Hello TASS! Wow how time flies here we are it’s already May and our 35 reunion is right around the 
corner. Membership is growing steadily; we have 6 new members this month already. Let’s welcome 
them with a great big TASS thank you. Our newest members are Beth and Jim Slaughter who joined 
us at the after race party at Sundance on Saturday. A special thanks to Karol Hutson as they were her 
guest and they joined online on Saturday. Our other new members are Pam Marrs, Sherry Marshall, 
Mary Lou McGehee.and Darren Moore. 

Current Membership is 165 active members. It time to renew if you have let your membership lapsed, 
we miss seeing you all so come on and join the fun we have a great deal of events and races planned 
for the rest of the year. Hope to see all of you along with our new members soon. 
We would like to wish HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all the MAY Birthday members. Wishing you the best day 
ever, may all your wishes and dreams become reality. 

                          —————————-   HAPPY BIRTHDAY —————————— 

ED BAJOREK                                  MARK MONROE                       MITCH CASTRO 
MARY BERNA                                 SEAN O BRIAN                         GIGI SITON 
HOPE DeNICOLA                            LOUIS TITUS                            PAT HOLTER 
NICK HARDY                                   RICK HUSLER                          MAURINE HOWARD 
MARY LOU McGEHEE                    BELINDA WOLFE                     CAROLYN KRISCHKE KAHLICH 

Hope to see all at the regular meeting at Barry’s or at the Mix and Mingle                                                                                     
We will meet at Ragin Cajun on Richmond by the railroad tracks. 
See you on the water . 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/60172459217/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/60172459217/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/60172459217/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/60172459217/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/60172459217/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/60172459217/
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TECH TALK - STAY ABOARD
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TECH TALK - PFD MANDATORY MAINTENANCE


