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Commodore

by Jay Leggett

It is hard to believe that another year of TASS will shortly be behind
us. This year brought about changes and we all know change is difficult. I
would like to view the changes in a different way. Perhaps we can say that after
34 years change equals advancement, development, revision or in sailors’ terms
SHIFT, as the shift in the wind changes the tides and winds that carry our sails.
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Hi TASS,

TASS is rich, we are rich in talent and diversity and many positive attributes surround our tribe. The tenacity of our members is what got us this far and this same
talent, diversity, and tenacity are what will carry our tribe forward. But as I always say, “It takes a village”.
Our board elections are upon us in early January and as with every year, this
year is no exception. We NEED an active board to continue to serve our members and bring all that is great to TASS for 2019 and years to come. SO, this just
might be YOUR YEAR to say, “Sure, I will give back” and run for a spot on the
TASS Board. I am not going to lie, it takes some time and some work but as each
person on the board serves, this allows us to divide and conquer our tasks for
TASS and bring our members a yearly program of sailing, social and travel
events. All positions on the board are open for nominations but, we especially
need nomination candidates for Social Director, Secretary and maybe Purser positions. Please consider giving back to TASS in 2019 by stepping forward for to
serve on a board position to help us usher in
our 35th year serving the Houston / Kemah
area sailing community.

While I am on the topic of The Board, I would
like to give thanks and gratitude on behalf of all members to my current board,
Urs, Charlie, Shirley, Joanne, Nancy, Mike, Marilyn, Patricia and Thann for their
dedications and for making my job as Commodore possible. We have had a
great team this year as we faced challenges and looking back, we have had quite
a full, active and successful year.

Commodore - Jay Leggett—continued
Looking forward I think the most exciting news for 2019 will be the TASS - 35th Anniversary
Reunion scheduled for May 17,18,19th in Galveston. Great to see active members and alumni alike
already making plans and registering for the
event. Thanks to Lois, we have reached out to over
140+ Alumni and will continue to communicate updates to everyone. If you know of an Alumni that
has not been reached yet, please have them contact
Lois.

With all my heart I wish you and your families a happy and safe holiday season.
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Vice Commodore - Urs Rathgeb
Racing Activity
We sailed our final race for the season on November 10. We sailed a triangle course, with the usual start at the entrance to the Kemah channel,
the F-Mark, and the South Boaters Cut. Once again, our Raze Czar John
Klumb gave us the option to sail the course either clockwise or counterclockwise. Winds were from the Northeast, between 8 and 12 knots, but
there were considerable wind shifts that kept the helmsmen on their toes.
Jim LeBlanc, after winning the October race, landed a second first place this season with Two
Thumbs Up. Here are the complete race results:

Ranking
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
DNC

Boat Name
Two Thumbs Up
Mischief
Nightwind
Astarte

3rd Place went to the crew of Nightwind (Charter Boat)

Points
3
2
1

Nancy Welch (Mischief) was presented with the trophy
for 2nd Place
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Vice Commodore - Urs Rathgeb—Continued
Racing Activity

1st Place went to Jim LeBlanc and his
crew on Two Thumbs Up

After the race, everyone met at Sundance Grill II for dinner
and ceremonies.

After a hotly contested season, with four different winning boats in the six races, and the pursuit of the season winner open until the last race,
the final ranking for the 2018 Commodore’s Cup
as follows:

Ranking

Boat Name

Points

1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place
5th Place
6th Place
7th Place

Astarte
Mischief
Two Thumbs Up
Nightwind
Oxbow
Nirvana
Escape Hatch

16
15
11
10
9
4
3

8th Place

Alcyone

2
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During the annual Christmas Party, I had the
pleasure to present Cheryl Morvillo with the Commodore’s Cup Win for the 2018 Season.
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Vice Commodore - Urs Rathgeb—Continued

Training Activity
On November 11, the day after our last race, we conducted our last training for the season. Six TASS Skippers, as well as four other members plus
one guest joined the CPR, AED and First Aid session on Sunday afternoon. This year’s training session was once again conducted by Marilyn McFarlane, who has done
this training several times before. While for many of us, this was a refresher of our skills, this year,
Marilyn walked us in quite some detail through the use of AED’s (Automatic External Defibrillators).

The CPR, AED and First Aid Class of 2019 with Instructor Marilyn McFarlane
(2nd from left in front row)
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella
November was an unusually cold month for sailing but we prevailed in
spite of it. We had our annual Commodore’s Race and Dinner at Sundance Grill. Our turnout wasn’t as large as it has been in the past, but
for those of us that participated, a fun time ensued. We enjoyed our
dinner as the awards were presented to the winners. Our Vice Commodore to elaborate on that.

Our annual holiday Christmas Party took place this last weekend on
Saturday, December 1st. We had our usual pre-party in the suite at
Moody Gardens which I hosted as my last event. A great turnout
for appetizers and champagne followed by a great dinner and dancing to Claudio who entertained us with his array of music and song.
Our festive evening finished up at the suite once again and a breakfast the next morning to say our farewells to everyone. It was wonderful to see our TASS friends that have been traveling. Barb and Doug Schindler, Henry Pine and
Laura Marlin, Hope and Kevin DeNicola, Judy Rosanky and Roy Bowers. And it is always wonderful for our fellow members that support the club with their attendance at our functions. I am
grateful to all of you for your enthusiasm!

We will be ending our year with the Annual Black Eyed Pea Contest put
on by our wonderful hostess, Lois Geyer at her
home. Please bring your dish and B.Y.O.B. to the
party and sign up online to give her a headcount.

Elections will be coming up soon and I wanted to make my announcement early so that this position is sure to be filled. I also wanted to relay that I am happy to train my replacement, as well as
assist on an occasional upcoming event. It has been a truly worthwhile venture and I have gained
a great number of close friends from the experience.
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
Commodore’s Cup Dinner

.
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
TASS Annual Christmas Party

.
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
2018 TASS Christmas Gala– Photos by Jeff Hanrahan

.
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued

`

.

Page 18

T A S S T O PS I D E R

Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
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Membership Director— Patricia GUMBS

TASS Membership is 148
Strong and growing!

Let’s give a big welcome to our newest 2 new members, Julie Frey & Alex Avila
TASS Membership Renewal Due—Renewal for November is around the corner, remember if you
renew before your membership expires you get a $5.00 discount. IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT RENEWAL In order to receive your Early Renewal Discount, you MUST use the coupon code. The
code is simply one word -- EARLY -- all caps. This is easy to remember and the system will prompt
you to enter this code on renewal. If you do not use the code, you will not receive the early discount.
You are only entitled to this dis-count if your membership is not overdue. Once your membership is
past your renewal date, the discount will not apply and the system will not take the coupon code.
This message and the coupon code will be re-peated in the email renewal notifications you receive
during the month that your renewal is due. If you have let your membership lapse, it is time to log
on and renew!
NEW NOW. We value you as a member. CALLING ALL
MEMBERS, Join us for all upcoming EVENTS.
Happy Birthday to all you December Sailors! Come on to one
(or all) of the December meetings and we’ll raise a glass to you
and even toss you a free TASS koozie! The December honorees
are:
Member Name
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Birthdate

Member Name

Birthdate

Alex Avila

1

Catey Carter

13

Tammy Vincent
Gregory Janak
Jim LeBlanc

3
4
6

Cindy Hide
Tal Rogers
Jerry Boldra

17
18
18

Renne Siewers

7

Nancy Welch

18

Richard Perkins

10

Andrew Clark

20
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Webmaster, Social Media—Thann Dauterive

~ ~ ~ (\_ ~ (\_ ~ (\_~ ~ ~ ~ (\_ ~ (\_ ~ (\_~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ (\_ ~ (\_ ~ (\_~ ~ ~ ~ (\_ ~ (\_ ~ (\_~ ~

Well, it is that time of the year where we wrap up the old and start to prepare for the new. Everyone is busy making preparations for the holidays, visits with family and friends and most of all giving thanks for the blessings we have enjoyed this past year.
Here are my top 10 Blessings and Thanks to our TASS Tribe
1. Our new members who found their way to TASS this year, we look forward to you taking an
active role in this terrific organization.
2. Our friends and partners that help spread the word about TASS especially – Windward Sea
Ventures, Daryl and Laurie and crew, for without their company and support We Would NOT
FLOAT!
3. Our Alumni, 35 years is a great milestone for the coming year, and I am grateful for the stories,
memorabilia, and wisdom you continue to share to help make TASS unique.
4. Social Media - Facebook, Wild Apricot and Meetup have allowed us to reach so many people
and bring our message of sailing, social and travel to a new level. We still have our challenges but
THE SKY IS THE LIMIT in 2019 so let’s make 2019 a goal to Grow through Social Media!
5. I am grateful that we had a smooth transition to our new web system. YES, I was nervous but
WOW we did not miss a beat. Keep the photos coming as we want to keep the web FRESH! This is
one of our great improvements in 2018, bringing you real-time stories and photos via the web.
6. THE BOARD, my teammates on the board work tirelessly to support the tribe and bring you so
many events. We are lucky to have a board that cares.
7. Personally, I have to say thanks to my best partner in TASS, Urs for tolerating me and being
generous with our personal time and space which allows me to play on the web and other TASS
“THINGS”. You Da Bomb Baby!
8. To the members who generously opened their homes this year for events and parties which
gives us a platform to bring fun to all. Too Many to Mention so I will not try – but THANK YOU!
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Webmaster, Social Media—Thann Dauterive—continued

9. I am blessed for being safe on the water and this year advancing my knowledge and skills
through the sails, races, and classes offered by TASS. Skippers and crew are so understanding and
willing to teach. I must say, there is no better way to learn while having fun.
10.

OH HECK, I will just say it – IT’s Been Fun Again This Year…. So, LET’S DO IT AGAIN!

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year to my TASS Tribe. May your personal and professional lives
bring you happiness and prosperity and may you make it a Goal to spend more time Playing with
TASS in 2019.
Sincerely,
Your Webmaster for 2018 Thann Dauterive
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Tech Sailing Talk

Use This Sailing Secret to Steer with Pinpoint Accuracy!
Have you ever seen your sailing crew or partner struggle to "keep the sailing course" after only
2 to 3 minutes at the wheel or tiller? Steering can be tough on a gusty beam reach or a beat in a
chop where the boat wants to round up. Even after you reduce sail, staring at a compass can
cause eye strain and excess fatigue.
Can you imagine driving your car down the highway with your eyes glued to the speedometer?
Not only would it be dangerous, but you'd be worn to a frazzle by eye strain and fatigue. Instead,
you use a natural "judgment-meter" to know when to accelerate or decelerate. Once in a while,
you glance at the speedometer to check your progress.
Use this same principal when steering your sailboat inshore or offshore. Think of this as "Pick-APoint", or "P.A.P.", steering. It's guaranteed to create less fatigue when you need to steer for long
periods of time. Follow the easy steps below.
Inland P.A.P. Steering
1. Steady up onto your compass course with the steering compass.
2. Glance ahead, pick a distant object, and steer on it. Superimpose the object against some fixed
part of your small cruising boat (mast, stay, shroud, pulpit, stanchion).
3. Check your steering compass every 30-45 seconds. A quick glance should be enough. Repeat
steps 1 and 2 to fine tune your heading.
Coastal or Ocean P.A.P. Steering

1. Steady up onto your compass course with the steering compass. In seas, average your course
above and below the sailing course. This causes less fatigue.
2. Pick a distant irregular land point if steering toward shore. This might be a hump, gap, or peak
in a tree line, group of hills, cliffs, or mountain range. Line up a fixed object with a cloud at sea.
Shift to a new cloud or group of clouds often.
3. If clouds are absent, maintain a constant angle with wind-blown whitecaps, use shroud telltales,
or feel the wind on your face. All of these methods help when you are out of sight of land.
Check your steering compass every 30-45 seconds. If you average your course, remember that you
must keep an eye on your watch for accuracy.
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Tech Sailing Talk—continued

Nighttime P.A.P. Steering

1. Steady up on your compass course.
2. Pick a star higher up off of the horizon. That way, the star cannot be mistaken for a ship's
white masthead lights. Place the star along your boat's mast, stay or shroud.
3. Check your compass every 30 to 45 seconds.
Take care not to get lulled into following a star across the ocean! Pick a new star to keep on
your sailing course.

EPIRB / PLB battery replacement doesn't have to be done at the mfg's factory - Kyle Lafoon
found a local Marine Electronics company in Webster that can do it while you have lunch
and is so honest that he told them that their PLB batteries would last another year and recommended waiting. Trionics, LLC - 16910 Texas Avenue, Suite A8 - Webster, TX 77598 281338-2688 / 800-223-5727 - Ken D'Ancicco, CFO.
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TASS Officers
February 2018—January, 2019

TASS Membership Fees
New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .$65.00

We’re on the web:

Renewal before expiration . . . . $60.00

www.sailTASS.com

Out-of-town/state . . . . . . . . . . $30.00

Meetings
Every Thursday Night

Commodore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jay Leggett
commodore@sailtass.com . . . . . . . . .713-459-0094
Vice-Commodore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …… Urs Rathgeb
vicecommodore@sailtass.com
Fleet Coordinator . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . Michael Vaughan
fleet@sailtass.com
Membership Director . . . .. . . . . . . . Patricia Gumbs
membership@sailtass.com
Social Director— . . . . . . . . ………….. Joanne Moschella
social@sailtass.com
Purser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ….. . . . Nancy Welch
purser@sailtass.com
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Holcomb
treasurer@sailtass.com
Secretary . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ……. . Shirley Nicola
secretary@sailtass.com
Webmaster, Social Media .
. . . . ……………………………………………………..Thann Dauterive
webmaster@sailtass.com
TASS Topsider—Editor . .. . . . . . .
secretary@sailtass.com

6:00 pm—Social Hour
TASS Sails
Leisure Day & Moonlight sails
$50/members; $65/Guests
Day sails depart at 12 or 1 pm till 5
or 6 pm
Moonlight sails depart at 6 pm till 11
pm
Crew Training Sails
$ 65 — $ 85 Price depends on
level of course presented

7:00 pm—Meeting
Check the calendar at
sailtass.com for details

