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Commodore

by Jay Leggett

My summer articles are turning out to
be monthly travel reports, this month from the
BVI's.

TASS Topsider
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Hi TASS,

I spent two great weeks with two different crews / boats, both
skippered by Kyle Laffoon. We had great weather and it was great to see
the BVI hurricane recovery progressing well. We visited the new WIllie
T, now on Peter Island, Top of
the Baths on Virgin Gorda as
well as Leverick Bay. It was
really sad to see Saba Rock
and the Bitter End almost obilatered, but while we were
there, we heard Saba Rock
had been purchased and will
be re-built as well as the Bitter
End being re-built by a South
American company. It was
great being in the Islands with
82-87º weather.

We leave for the Abacos / Marsh Harbour, Bahamas on the 24th, to continue the TASS summer traveling adventures, where we have two
Lagoon 450 cat's chartered and skippered by Mark Langley and myself.

Commodore - Jay Leggett—continued

Homes that survived the Hurricane damage

T A S S T O PS I D E R

Page 2

Vice Commodore - Urs Rathgeb
The race season is now in full swing, and we sailed our third TASS regatta on July 6, as a catchup for our June race that had to be cancelled due to developing weather.
The “Flip-Flop” course included a number of tricky port vs. starboard roundings in the flip-flop
section of the course.
Wind was a little on the low end of the spectrum, the nice 10 knot breeze at the start was quickly
slowing down to about 5-8 knots. Nevertheless, it turned out to be a beautiful day on the water, and
thanks to an extension of the cutoff
time, all boats that started the race
finished the course.

In keeping with the Flip Flop theme, up for grabs for the boats that placed were a few bottles of
Malibu rum, in sizes equivalent to the achievement. Rankings for
the
Flip-Flop Race as follows:
Ranking
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place
5th Place
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Boat Name
Oxbow
Mischief
Two Thumbs Up
Astarte
Alcyone

Points
5
4
3
2
1
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Vice Commodore - Urs Rathgeb—continued
After the race, everyone met at Sundance Grill to exchange stories, and enjoy the remainder
of the afternoon with grub and drinks and in good company.
An interesting competition for this year’s cup is starting to develop, with great race participation and a different winner for each of the three regattas sailed so far this year. Ranking towards
the cup after three races:

Ranking
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place
5th Place
7th Place

Boat Name
Astarte
Mischief
Oxbow
Nightwind/Tara Shell
Two Thumbs Up
Escape Hatch
Alcyone
Nirvana

Points
11
10
9
5
3
3
1
1

Next up on the race calendar, August 18, will be the Explorer’s Race.

First Place
winner
“Oxbow” Andrew Clark,
Skipper

T A S S T O PS I D E R

Page 4

Vice Commodore - Urs Rathgeb—continued
“Flip-Flop” Race Winners

2nd Place Mischief—Nancy Welch, Skipper &
crew was presented with her bounty

3rd Place—”Two Thumps Up”—Jim LeBlanc,
Skipper & his crew
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella
The month of July has been another month of traveling for several of
our members. Doug and Barb Schindler are traveling with Laura Marlin and
Henry Pine touring Romania.

Nancy Kahlden and Mark Langley are out
Mexico.

and about hiking in New

As for myself, I just got back from a great trip to the BVI’s. Our
crew consisting of Jay Leggett, Mike Vaughn, Melody Bohlmann, Catey
Carter, and Patricia Gumbs enjoyed a week of site seeing, snorkeling,
slumbering and dining as we traveled to several islands that are back
up and running since Hurricane Irma ravaged the area with her Category 5 winds. We flew into Tortola, one of the heavier hit islands, and could still see many remnants
of Irma’s wrath with only some concrete foundations of previous homes along with numerous
overturned boats on the shore banks and sunken sailboats with their masts protruding out of the
water. All of the islanders were very friendly and so happy to have visitors return to help out the
economy. Several of our old stomping grounds have rebuilt but then there are those that have yet
to recover. The region has come a long way but has some distance to still go.
This was my first trip with Captain Kyle Laffoon and thoroughly enjoyed him as a guide to
the chart plan he put together for us. One of our highlights was taking a cab to the top of Virgin
Gorda and having a libation at Hog Heaven Bar on the mountain top. The vistas were fantastic
and something I would have never thought to do. The BVI waters did not disappoint and are
beautiful as ever. So snorkeling was better than expected and sublime in some areas. The crew enjoyed long days of fun in the sun while finishing them with a new card game of “3, 14” which Kyle
introduced us to. A good time was had by all. Thank you again, Kyle, for the great adventure!

Our August Race Day Party will start at 5:00 p.m. – Sundance Grill – Saturday, August 18th,
the Palapa Bar. Drinks and Dinner to be ordered from their menu. Awards to the winners follows.
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella
Several people will be traveling over the Labor Day Holiday, but I will put on a “movie night get
together,” for those that would like to have an event for the weekend. Just let me know so I can
post it before I leave, as I will be traveling also.
Please be sure and sigh up for our pool party / pig roast hosted by Charlie Holcomb. We need
volunteers to help take a shift to watch the pig. Dinner will include potato salad, beans and green salad. You are asked to bring
a desert to share and your favorite beverages, a lawn chair, towel
and swim costume.
The month will close out with another Race Day Party on Saturday, Sept. 22nd, 5:00 p.m. at Sundance Grill, the Palapa Bar.

More events will be posted as they are finalized.
Fair Winds, Safe Seas, and Happy Travels to All.
`
.

First night in the BVI’s we’re finally having dinner.
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued
Pics of our BVI Travelers

`

.
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Social Director—Joanne Moschella—continued

`

.
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Membership Director—Marilyn Reed
TASS Membership is 156
Strong and growing!

Welcome our 4 new members when you see them: Terri Anderson, Emily Farris, Cindy
Hide, Ky Russell.
Thanks to all who have renewed their memberships this month for another year of TASS
fun! Tammy Vincent, Cheryl Morvillo, Michael Vaughan, Vilma Fernandez, Jerry Boldra, Pete
Matthieu, Louis Titus, Ken Mason, Babs Bukowski, Urs Rathgeb, and Malcolm Jones.
Come on sailors, if you have let your membership lapse, it is time to log on and renew! We
have so many cool events planned that you are not going to want to miss a thing. Alternatively, if
you’ve been thinking about joining, the time is now! Just say YES! CALLING ALL MEMBERS, if
you are missing a familiar face, pick up that phone and give a shout. That just may be the nudge
that’s needed. Plus, it just feels good to know someone is missing us.

Happy Birthday to all you August babies! Come on to one (or all) of the August meetings and we’ll
raise a glass to you and even toss you a free TASS
koozie!
The August honorees are:
Janusz Abramowicz

Joanne Moschella

Babs Bukowski

Henry Pine

Susan Cathey

Suzy Rogers

George Golden

Jack Turner

Brent Layton

Steve White

Dorothy Lee

Jim Williams

Page 10

T A S S T O PS I D E R

Membership Director—Marilyn Reed—continued

Kudos to our TASS boatowners, Jim and Meade LeBlanc who took their new boat, Reflection, on a 4 day trip to Freeport in conjunction with a
group of 12 TMCA boats over the last weekend in July. It
was great fun watching their progress on marinetraffic.com, which works very much like Spot, but is
FREE! They anchored out on Friday night in Bolivar Roads
Anchorage and have stories to tell about that experience!
Onward to Freeport and Bridge Harbor Marina for Saturday; back to Galveston Yacht Basin
floating docks for Sunday where I joined them for the evening and the return sail to Kemah Monday.

Fun to hear about and participate in time on the water! We
have such an active group!

See you on the water, at the meetings, or wherever else the winds may take us!
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Webmaster, Social Media—Thann Dauterive

!

Webmaster will see you next month.
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Tech Sailing Talk

TRAVELING WITH YOUR LIFE JACKET? TSA GUIDELINES—
e-

USSAILING

What is the safest legal way to carry an Inflatable Lifejacket with
you on a commercial airline?
1. Check the air carrier’s website, including all connecting air carriers of your round trip to see if
the airline(s) allows you to bring the CO2 Cylinder on their airplanes. For those that allow it, become familiar if they allow it in carry-on, or checked bags only. About one-half of airlines risk
management departments have decided that your CO2 Cylinder is too dangerous to carry on their
planes. If you cannot carry them, leave the CO2 Cylinders behind, call ahead to a chandlery at
your destination and have them set aside a CO2 Cylinder, or two, for your arrival. Bring your Inflatable lifejacket leaving the CO2 Cylinders at home.
2. When checking in with your airline, regardless whether checking your bags or carrying them
on, you are required to announce that you have a hazardous material, describe the CO2 Cylinders
and the Inflatable lifejacket and explain you are following the airlines requirements as stated on
their website (it helps to print off the pages from their websites and have them in hand). Be sure
to unscrew the cylinder (required), put it together with your spare cylinder.
Any compressed gas cylinder is considered a “hazardous material” according to the FAA. Your
CO2 Cylinder can explode in a fire injuring passengers, crew, or rescuers. It can inflate the lifejacket while baggage handlers are moving bags, shifting bags in the cargo hold injuring the baggage
handler. And there could be subversive uses of passenger CO2 Cylinders that are carried onto an
airplane (versus those on lifejacket's under the seats on airplanes that were inspected by the FAA
upon installation).
The difficulty is that there are at least three different standards, which are not equal. The Transportation Safety Administration, The Federal Aviation Administration, and each Air Carrier.
TSA STANDARD: Self-Inflating Life Jacket- Up to 2 in life vests and 2 spares. The spares must accompany the life vests and be presented as one unit. Both Carry-On and Checked.
FAA STANDARD: A life jacket containing two nonflammable gas cartridges plus two spare cartridges in carry-on or checked baggage.
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Tech Sailing Talk—continued

1. CHECK YOUR AIR CARRIER AND CONNECTING AIR CARRIER’S WEBSITE: They may ban
CO2 Cylinders; They may allow them in checked baggage only; or, They may allow them as carryon and checked baggage.
Those who intentionally violate the hazardous material regulations in the U.S. are subject to a
criminal penalty of up to $500,000 and/or five years imprisonment.
Our own Safety at Sea Committee Member and Safety At Sea Seminar Moderator, Bruce Brown,
shares his tips for travel –
I photocopy the TSA Guideline document (TSA STANDARD)
• I laminate it and keep it in the baggage I am carrying containing the lifejacket and spare cylinder.
• I include my cell phone number on the document to allow TSA, FAA or Air Carrier to call me if
there is a question.
I tell the airline (at the counter to check baggage) that I am carrying an inflatable lifejacket and
spare cylinder. I show them a copy of their website page that allows the CO2 Cylinders. I have
checked my bag with the lifejacket inside and have carried it on.
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TASS Officers
February 2018—January, 2019

TASS Membership Fees
New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .$65.00

We’re on the web:

Renewal before expiration . . . . $60.00

www.sailTASS.com

Out-of-town/state . . . . . . . . . . $30.00

Meetings
Commodore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jay Leggett
commodore@sailtass.com . . . . . . . . .713-459-0094
Vice-Commodore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ……. . Urs
Rathgeb
vicecommodore@sailtass.com
Fleet Coordinator . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . Michael Vaughan
fleet@sailtass.com
Membership Director . . . .. . . . . . . . Marilyn Reed
membership@sailtass.com
Social Director— . . . . . . . . ………….. Joanne Moschella
social@sailtass.com
Purser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ….. . . . Nancy Welch
purser@sailtass.com
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Holcomb
treasurer@sailtass.com
Secretary . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ……. . Shirley Nicola
secretary@sailtass.com
Webmaster, Social Media .
. . . . ……………………………………………………..Thann Dauterive
webmaster@sailtass.com
TASS Topsider—Editor . .. . . . . . .
secretary@sailtass.com

Every Thursday Night
6:00 pm—Social Hour
TASS Sails
Leisure Day & Moonlight sails
$50/members; $65/Guests
Day sails depart at 12 or 1 pm till 5
or 6 pm
Moonlight sails depart at 6 pm till 11
pm
Crew Training Sails
$60/members; $75/guests

7:00 pm—Meeting
Check the calendar at
sailtass.com for details

